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Courses scrapped at IIT Roorkee and ISM Dhanbad 

Vanita Srivatava, Hindustan Times  New Delhi, June 05, 2014  

First Published: 20:30 IST(5/6/2014) | Last Updated: 21:58 IST(5/6/2014) 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/courses-scrapped-at-iit-roorkee-and-ism-dhanbad/article1-1226437.aspx  

The number of IIT seats has declined this year, even as three unpopular courses have been scrapped and some 

new ones introduced. 

More than 1.19 lakh students on May 25 had appeared for the Joint Entrance Examination (Advanced) – the 

gateway to the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and the Indian School of Mines (ISM), Dhanbad. 

The three discontinued courses are pulp and paper engineering at IIT Roorkee; and mining engineering with 

MBA, and petroleum engineering (dual degree) at ISM Dhanbad. 

The total number of seats has also gone down to 9,784 this year from 9,867 last year. 

However, new courses have been introduced at the IITs in Bhubaneshwar, Hyderabad and Gandhinagar. 

Experts believe that discontinuance of unpopular courses will help reduce the number of seats going vacant. 

Last year, around 250 JEE (Advanced) seats had remained vacant. 

"Some courses in the IITs are unpopular. Even if students opt for them, they don't pursue them with any interest 

and usually leave midway," said an IIT professor on condition of anonymity. 

Other unpopular courses include mineral engineering with MBA and ocean engineering. 

"Students prefer mainstream engineering. While all courses have their own benefits and a well-designed job 

market, too much specialisation at an undergraduate level is not preferred by students," said a former IIT 

director. 

Abdul Kalam motivates IIT students, calls for bridging rural-

urban divide  

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/abdul-kalam-motivates-iit-students-calls-for-bridging-ruralurban-divide/477066-3-

236.html 

Former President APJ Abdul Kalam on Thursday stressed on bridging rural-urban divide in the world and said 

fruits of growth must reach every section of society. 

"Inequality between rural and urban population in the world must be removed. Equal distribution of resources 

will help in bridging the poor-rich divide and it is necessary that fruits of rapid economic growth reach every 

section of society," he said. 

Kalam was speaking at the convocation ceremony of the Indian Institute of Technology-Indore.  Time has come 

to ensure sustainable and inclusive development through innovative ideas so that facilities in urban centres are 

available in rural areas too, he said. 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/Search/search.aspx?q=Vanita%20Srivatava&op=auth
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Abdul Kalam motivates IIT students, calls for bridging rural-urban divide  

"Rural population is blessed with natural resources and equipped with traditional skills. Both these advantages 

should be used judiciously to change their lives for better." 

Kalam said the students receiving degrees today should mull how and what they can give back to society and 

contribute in its growth. Earlier, around 120 students were awarded B.Tech degrees in various streams. 
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